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Yugkaniye Gold Mine 25X1A6a

i, The Kolyms Labor Caup in Tusksniye vegan fupctioning in 1938. F

Gomuent: This probably refers to Dusiynys (61°L0tN, 1480507%). eae

1ikely possibility is Ust: Tuskan {62042, 130052¢8). 7 wheo [N 25X1X
25X1X KAl there were abous 1,200 wen in Gamp No. 1, one ¢ two camns

sn Tuskaniyes Ehe pther camp was called Camp No. 2. Most of the lahorers

in Camp He. 1 were foreigners {Peraians, Grecks: Latvians, FPinfis, and Foles

a0 hed fled from Poland before the war ‘because they were Comminists bub

ho were gent to the labor caps during the 1938 and 1939 purgds.) Yrom

1941 to <1946 the number of exlies in the Tuskaniye camns 4id not inerense:

because 4he production of the gold mine was 80 lows 7 i =

Py i

i

. The deposit of gold at Tuskeniye is located abogt one or 1} km frou the
bank of -the Kolyma in a littie canyon parallel 4 the river. The vein of
zold is found at a depth not exceeding three meters. The nining ie done
with shovels and mattocks in the sumner spd with crow-bars in the winter.
Between 1941 and 1946, no uachinery was uged in the mining operations here.
Tun 1946, however, machipery began to arrivé in the cams. Most of the
maciines vere of Auerican mesufacture, but a few werc of Russian off Germem
rinke. ) T ik
ke &

3. In the Nod Cemp at Tuskaniye. the gold teken from the ground. was washed
on the spot. Four gold washing nachines, called "prardvalmi® in Russioen,
were used. The clean gold emerging from the washing was placéd in emall
bags. The guanti%y of esch sack was the amcunt of gold uroduced by one’
<hifs working in ons of the canps. Two sacks were pfoduced each 24 hours
fyom the No. 1 Gamp of Tuskaniye, the weight of each gack Tarying Bebween
25X1X 3 Kilograms. Camm No. 2 was more oroduetive, tab 25X1X
%, . The sacks of gold or
hoth camps were loaded on a car and sent, with a guard of three Larned men.
5o Ush Umabulk (61009°N, 149938tk) where the central offices werc lgcated.
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&, In addition to the forced laborers in thess camps thers were ordinary ‘ree
workmon. These had formerly been exiles, but after the expiration of their
senbonce they stayed to work in the camps. They steyed for two reasonus:
farst, becense they preferred steying there to going elsevhere in Russisa,
pinoe iife was go difficult in Russia; second, because the aiministration
of the camps pub various impediments in the wey of leaving. Those exiles
who decided voluntarily to remnin at a camp signed agreements, usually of
sthree yearas' duration, with the Soviet Government. They had two months'
leave each year. Thay were peid & wage tvwice as high as that prevailing
in the USSR. The free laborers worked only eight hours a day and received
better food then the exiles. They were ususlly pajd once a month.

5. 1n Tuskeniye the following offices, which were subordinate to Ust Omehuk,

were located:

a. The office of the Director, Gullskov

Y. The office of a Soviet Army ceptain

6., The MUD office. There were three men, two of whom were Jews, in
thig office. ;

4. The headquarters of the guard, which was nnﬂer the command of a
lieutenant. In Camp No. 1 the guard consisted of 50 soldiers who
served there after signing an agroement with the Soviet Government.

et Omohuk

251X ¢.
one day on his return. Ust Omchuk 4s 65 kilometers south of Avtobaza.

It 13 the site of the administration of the various campe in the dietrict.

It has drugstores, woodworking shops. garages, runicipal bullding, ware-
houser for food, and MVD offices. The administration offices of Ust Omchuk
are suvordinate to Msgadsn. The xollowing diegram suggests tho administration
of the camps at Ust Omchul:
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Other Camps ond Gold and Platinum Mines

. Fimoshenko

7. a&. Ihe Timosbenko Lager: located 25 kilometers west of Avtobaza; oponed
in 19380 Lo !

b. : 12 kilometers south of Avtobazaj openea in 1946,

It 1ca rich gold. mine . |

c. The Rodipnov Lnser: located three or four kilometers from the Komsomolsk
Leger. Thls samp, vhich was opened an 1946, is also a rich gold aine.’

d. Idvelmwi Gold Mipe: opened in 1939; the mine ig located sbout 60 km wect
of Srednikan; 8,000 exiles, Ruseciane, Tatars, Uzbeks, and three Greciks,
worked at this mire when it first opened iu 1932. Laborers were assigned

25X1X %o two s, numbered 1 and 2. Deaths.in thyse camps during the time
] ¢ ahout 0 persent of the fotal mumber of
laborera. Ohief of the camp was a Russlan senior officer named Zyarcw,
who leter transferred to the Fokriskina camp. The pits were opened
to a depth of nine meters with crow-bars and then Gynamited. The deposith
of gold-bearing ore was found at a depth of about eight meters. The vein ,
was 2 to 2.5 meters thick. Dally production per person was set abt 100
grams. A few houses at this mine were occupied by geologists and en-

ginesers headed hy Botkaradya. .
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: 2 n this region tho doposifs
of gold vere located abont eizht meters 'balow the surface and were

about three meters thick. Method of mining was the same as that amployed
at Liyekovi. Director of the mine was Lazaros Zelnikov from Belgorod in
the Eharlkov region.

2,

25X1X

T. EIspeis Gold Mine: This mine, opened in February 1943, could not be
located by informant. There were three camps at the mine, holding a
total of 15,000 laborers. This mine was richer in yield than tho
Cheuria (Saurial) mine. The vein of gold, about oné or two meters
thick, was located eight meters below the surface.

&. ZEpmfiloveld Qold Mipe: This mine 1s located eight miles east of the
Papeta mine. It had only ore camp, which held 3,000 lsborers. The sre
here was located about 12 meters below the surface. The ore dug from .
this mine wag taken to the Tachania mine
Fapeta mines had the same director, but m 25X1X

namo.

h. Zachanis Gold Mine: This mino is 40 km west of the Papeta mins. 7The
total number of laborers there wzas ghout 4,000. The vein of gold was
ten mebers below the surface of the ground and was one meter thick,

The earth above the 8 black and looked as 3if it hed recently
25X1X  been burned. dally production of gold at this mine varied
. from 5 to 1,000 grams per day. This veln was the richest of all the
veins in the area. The ore wae transported from here te the Pokrigicina
nine,

i. Pokriskinn Gold Mipa: This mine is 160 km east (?) of Ustnera. It
bhed a total of four camps, each holding 8,000 laborers. The dizeing
at this mine was done in galleries 22 to 32 meters below the zurface
of the ground. 7The total length of the main gallery and the sub-
galleries stemming from it was 15,000 metere (aic). The vein of gold
vas very rich. The greatest quentity which in one day was 25X1X
1.5 kilograms. The gold wae mined with el = pneanatic

25X1X arills. pEEEEEIcennot estimatc overall production. INNNNNNEEN  25X1X

that there were 150 special installations where gold was cleaned.
Zach instellation was capable of cleaning 35 kllograms of gold a day.
Sourcs does not know to what place or hy what mesns the refined gold
waes trangported from the mine. The director of this mine wes Zyerov,
who transferred from Liyekovi.

J. Lpzo Mine: A%t the Lazo mine in the Kalyma reglon. emall amounta of
€old and tin and large amounts of platimum are mined. The largest

iece found at this mine weighed 1,100 granms. [  25%X'X
the total production of the mine., The unrefined
2_5X1X platinum ore is pped by alr to Moscow. Bach lsborer hed to dig 13

bandoarts of earth every dny in order to receive hig food ration.

Mining Methods

8. 1In the mines described above in paragraph 74 - 71, the mining wes carzied
out in the following stages:

a. Onenine the pite: When the geologlsts and mining engineers had dster-
ninsd the area or a section of the area where the vein was located,
the laborers were conductefl Ly armed soldiers to the spot and began
the work of opsning the pits. The length of each pit was 1.80 meters:
the width 1.20 meters. The depth varied according to the distancs ef
the vein below the surface. The pits were arranged in checkerboard
pattern (sic), and the distance between them was wsuelly 2.5 to 3 meters:

SEGRET

Approved For Releasgradfiasids. ;¢ URRRE2-4A457R002100500005-2



Approved For Releasg 2

]

One hundred fifty to two hundred plts were usually opsned in each
place designoted by the gecloglets. The laborers used no machines,
but, as at Tuskaniye, 41d the work bty hand with crowbdars.

b. Dypenitipe the pitg: After the pits were opened, three or four
boxes of dynamite, each weighing 40 kilograma, were placed along
one side of the pit (alonz the mame side in all the pits) according
to the orders of the mining engineera. The boxes of dynamite were
connected to one another by electric wires, end detonated simultano
ously by olectricity. A mound of dirt vas raised at one side Ly
the explosion, end at the eame time one large pit five to ten meters deep
vas creoated.

c. Removal of esrth: After the pits were Gyhamited and the dirt blomm
to ono side, work was immediately begun on clearing away the earth
from the large pit. This work was done with maechines and by hand
tools.

4. < vein: After the sarth was cleared awsy

and the gold—bea.ring veln Teached, leborers opensd holes with crow-
baras. These holes were 10 to 20 cm in diameter and as deep as the
vein of gold. The holes were opened all at once or gradually,
scecording to the strength (sic) of the vein. Dynamite was again
placed in the holes that had been opened (usnally 800 grame in sach
hole). The quantity was just enough to looser the ore without blowing
the dirt around. After the dynamlte was placed in the holes,it was
covered with dirt before detonation with & slow-burning fuse; sach

hole was blown seperately.

Do

Bng } ¢ @: After the oxplosion the large
xmsgeu o.’. go].d vere collocted, Armed guards alweys stood on tho
7im of the big pit and watched the work. The muggets were immediately
delivered to the boss of the ssction. The ore was then carried in
- bagkets or on Decauville cers to the washing instzllation.

Hachinery Uged

9. a. %The power~shovels usec in the mines were of two types: American
Diegel, and Bussian steam shovels, burning wood and coal, whoee
shovels have a capacity of 1.5 cubic meterc. In camp Ne.) of the
Cheuria mine, thore were 20 power shovels among the other machines.

V. Diesel engines were used to thaw the frozen earth. These were of
American mamfacture and could operste pmeumatic drills, the weight
25X1X of which was 18 kilograms. [ jcst how meny of
such machines there wvere.
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Periods of Work

Gold was mined during June, July, Augnst, Sepiember, October, November.
and Docember. That was the period when gold was actually removed from
the vein of ore. During the first five months of the year, the prelim-
irary work of digging pits, dymamiting, and clearing the earth was done.
Work for the exiles went on contimuously twenty-four bours a day in two
twelve-hour shifts.

Ustnera, & town on the Indigirka River (probably where the Indigirks
and Nera Rivers meet), wvas an advance supply base for food and machinery
for the Priski (sic) ocamps. All the food and machinery were shipped %o
Ustpera from Magadan. At Ustnera thers were about 1,000 hongss used by
workers who had been released from the cempe and who continued temporarily
to work in that district. Some of the houses were used to store food-
stuffs and other materiel intended for the camps. The mdministrative
offices of Ustnera were subordinate to the central offices of Magadan.
Foodstuffs were sent from Megadan o Ustmera Y trucks, most of which
were Stulebakers, 2IS, and Pulmane (Pullmans?). The latter are big
trucks, sach of which cen pull two to four trailere with a total capacity
ap to 60 tons.

D De ' o B
Between Magadan and Ustnera there was an intermediate base called Diligir,
which % locate exectly. (NICormeni: Frobably Delyanikyr
63°50'N, 14593218,) It was about 130 kilometers from Ustnera. The trip

25X1AB2 #rom Ustnera to Diligir (Delyankyr) required eight hours by roed at e

13.

1b.

speed of 20 to 25 Illometers an hour. Diligir lies cn the left bank of
the Biver Indigirka. Since there was no bridge there, materiel had to be
ferried across the river. It wae precisely because transportation was
held up by the lack of a bridge at this point that the base at Diligir
was buils. :

8. From Ulan Ude to Irlmtsk slong the line south of Leke Baikel there are
37 tunnels.

b. Informent sew formations-of Russian troops in Gagry An the Caucasus.
He did not see as many troops on hisg whole journey from Sovetskeya
Gavan to Moscow as ho saw in Gagry. He cannot give any details as
to units, etc., of the troops he saw.

c. War meteriel was being transported from Tuapse in the Caucasus to
Sukhumi. Tenks, camnon, etc., were being transported by rail.

d. The trains from Sovetakaya Gavan to Moscow were filled with civilians,
but the trains from Moscow to the Caucasus wers almost exclusively
occupied by trocps not under arms, non-commissioned officers, and
commissioned officers. They were reportedly going to the Black Sea
on leave.

Yokhanisa

Vekhanke ig ebout ten kilometers emst of the River Dinga. There is a
enall camp in Vakhanis which mines aluminum, tin, and lead. A plant
located in Vakhanke grinds a petrified substance called in Buesian
"restirik’(sic). The ground sudbatance is placed in sacks weighing 50
kilogrems each end is sent to the Urals, where aluminum. tin, and lead
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25X1X  aro:processed. |- 7 otor details regarding pro-
guction, exact destinntion, purpose, eotc.; but he says that beginning
in 1944 exiles were not omployed in Vakhaniks,but only free leborers.

Aviobage (Automobile Bane)

15, Avtobaza 1ies about 50 kms west of Vakhankas, snd 25 kme west of a bridge
over the River Dinga. About 1,500 {most of them free 1sborers) were oo
ployed there in the garage. ZThis garage hags sll the equipment necescary
for any repairs to automodiles. The sutemoblles and trucke used in sll the
surrouniing camps are brought to this garage for peintenance and repolre.
Aviobaze 18 in the edministrative dletrict of Ust Omchuic,

There is an electric power plant in Avtobaza, duilt in 1946, The generator

ic powered by an Amsrican Diesel engine. Hh& 25X1X
cepeeity of this plant, but he ssye that 1% furnishes current to &ll the

canps of the arra. The grestest distence to which eleotric power ig
transmitted from this plant 1s 50 kilometers, It does not furnish power

tc Det Omchuk, which has ite own electric plant. It was runored, howerer.

that the power plant at Avtobaza was to be enlarged so that 1t could

$renenit power as far as 150.kilometers eway.

Lot
Py 1%
s

Chge

17. ¥rom Hagayevo to Hakhodke inforasnt travelled on the SS"Sovetaksya Latwiyal
The "Sovetsiaya Latviys' took 3,000 released exiles and e loed of*kastivik"
from Nagayevo. The length of the trip was nine dsys and nights.

25X1X 13, ”‘“’ the poink
_ whore it reaches the old railroad line betwesn 7O and Khabarevek.

The trip lasted 12 to 15 hours. the name of the " 25X1X
point whére the new railroad line Joins the o ne 18 elnsya. There
ig o small railroad station there. many vorkaen ab tho 25X1X
station. They were busy loading on railroad oarc coal which cams fron
+he coal mines in the vicinity. IS the cane of the 25X1X
cosl mines nor how fer they are from the railroad station. The pew Tail-
road 1ine from Nalkhodls to Tunelnays ie single track., All along the line

gre anell rellroad stations. There ave no twanels. Since

25X1X

The personnel of the traln on walcl Tave a vy ieean
only. In Krasnoyaral: informant observed o btrain filled with organiged
units of the army going east. Ho saw other trains loaded with {reops aleo
Zoing east. Ihese units had full equipment, including tanks.
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